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lost sight of the Lor/os* Startling consequences followed from
this doctrine. They thought that there being but one avyaktam,
one soul, or one spirit, that existed, in every upadlii, appearing dif-
ferentiated, though not differentiated in reality, if somehow we
could control the action of ypadld^ and. destroy the mayo, it had
created, the result would he the complete extinction of man's
self and a final lay am in this aryalcMm^ Parabrahriiar/i. It is
this doctrine that has spoilt the Adwui ti philosophy of this country,
that has brought the Buddhism of Ceylon, Buniiah and C.'hina to
its present deplorable condition, and led so many Vedantic
writers to say that Nirvana was in reality a condition of perfect
laycwn ox annihilation.

If those who say that Nirvana is annihilation are right, then,
50 far as the individuality of the soul is concerned, it is comp-
letely annihilated, and whaf, exists ultima.te.ly is not the soul, or
the individual however purified or exalted, but the one Para-
bra?rtnaW-9 which lias all along been existing, and that Para-
bra/imam itself is a sort of unknowable essence which has no
idea of self, nor even an individual existence, but which is the
one power, the one mysterious basis of the whole cosmos. In
interpreting the PranaVd* the Kankhyas made tlio ardkaniatra
really mean this Avj/a/dftm and nothing more. In some Upa-
nis-hads this ardhamatra is described as that which, appearing
differentiated is the soul of man. When tin's diflerentation,
which is mainly due to the -iqiadhi^ is destroyed, there is a lat/am
of Alrna in Parubralrincim. This is also the view of a consider-
able number of persons in India, who called themselves Ad waitis.
it is also the view put forward as the correct Vedaniic view. It
was certainly the view of the ancient Hankliyan philosophnrs?itnil
is the view of all those Buddhists who consider iSirvana to be the
of the soul in